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REGION 6
1445 ROSS AVENUE, SUITE 1200 

DALLAS TX 75202-2733

MAY X 1 2037,
Sarah E. Mueller
Office of Regional Counsel
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region IX
75 Hawthorne St., ORC-3 
San Francisco, CA 94105

Re: Administrative Settlement Agreement and Order on Consent for Removal Action for
Haystack Mines Superfund Site, McKinley County, New Mexico

Dear Sarah:

Thank you for sending the Administrative Settlement Agreement signed by BNSF Railway 
Company containing BNSF’s agreement to perform an interim removal action at the subject Site.
Enclosed you will find the Agreement, signed by the Director of the Superfund Division of the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”), Region 6.

As you know, the Haystack Mines Site is a cross-regional site, located partially.on the Navajo 
Nation delegated to EPA Region 9 and partly in New Mexico delegated to EPA Region 6. In the 
absence of a cross-boundary delegation, the two Regional offices have agreed to undertake a 
joint response, including enforcement, at cross-regional sites. By its terms, the Administrative 
Settlement Agreement will become effective five days after the Settlement is signed by the 
delegated officials in both regional offices (five days from the last signature).

We appreciate the open lines of communication on technical matters established to date between 
EPA Regions 6 and 9 in connection with this Site, and encourage direct communication between 
the On-Scene Coordinators to continue on technical matters going forward. We look forward to 
working with your office on oversight of the project.

If you have any questions or wish to discuss circumstances which may present legal issues, 
please contact me at 214.665.8056 or travis.pamela@epa.gov and we can set up a time for a 
teleconference.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.
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Encl.(l)
cc: Warren Zehner, Senior On-Scene Coordinator
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